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“Integrity, Quality & Reliable Service since 1967”

Jolly     Farmer ®



Dear Customer,

As we open this new catalog and this new season, we’d like you to know 
that we have you in mind. Your needs and your success are among our 
highest priorities in decision-making. We’d like to share some examples with 
you.

•	 Increasing our cuttings tray sizes...in addition to our former sizes, we’ve 
added an extra-large rooted cutting to enable you to start your greenhouse 
later. We’ve also introduced a very small cutting for those who wish to de-
crease their input costs. Read about this on page 42.

•	 Selecting the best from Pack Trials...the purpose of our trip to the Cali-
fornia Pack Trials was to select the best varieties from the huge assortment 
available, see their performance, and learn about industry trends - all to make 
optimum choices for your success. You’ll see some of our favorite choices 
marked pt  throughout the catalog.

•	 Growing practices - Singulation...for the coming season, we have im-
proved our singulation in the plug trays. This allows the light to reach each 
plant evenly. For species sensitive to day length or total light accumulation, 
such as vinca and marigolds, the result is more uniform maturity and bloom 
time. Similarly, we are reducing the number of plants per cell in our multi-
sown items, such as lobelia and herbs, to give a better maturity per plant as 
well as increased health and vigor.

•	 Growing practices - Toning...a key element to our program is a step we 
call “toning” in which we move the trays into a cool environment in the week 
prior to shipping. Here the plants get a little more hardy to withstand the 
stress of shipping. This also helps reduce the need to apply plant growth 
regulators prior to shipping.

•	 Vegetables and herbs...Although we cannot claim “certified organic” veg-
etables and herbs, we do take care to produce them without the use of 
chemical insecticides or plant growth regulators. An application of calcium 
has helped increase stem strength and reduce internode stretch.

In summary, as we all look for ways to increase our margins in this competitive 
market, we want you to know that we are honing our skills and procedures 
to enhance our quality. We also continue to improve growing programs to 
reduce the need for chemical intervention. We hope our efforts will translate 
to your success, your joy of growing, and your bottom line.

All the best for the coming season,

The Jolly Farmer Team
P.S. Look for Fall Mum and Aster cuttings in our brochure in October.
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Sustainability...what is Jolly Farmer doing about it?

Catalog printed on FSC certified
25% post-consumer recycled paper.

Since our beginnings as frugal farmers, we have considered it our duty to be accountable to God our Creator for all His provisions. In light of this, we are 
to be good stewards of all that is entrusted to us, such as the people, the land, the water, energy, man-made chemicals and fertilizers, biological alternatives, waste 
disposal and finally, the financial health of the business. We are free to use but not abuse the resources provided. “Waste not, want not” is believed and practiced 
here. Below, we’d like to share what we’ve been doing since we started on this farm in 1996 and how we continue to progress.

•	 The people   An integral part of our company’s philosophy is that people come first. Our goal is to make it a pleasure to come to work each day, 
in addition to providing fair compensation and benefits. Workplace safety training is a very important part of our programs. We also reach out to our 
community, giving plants and vegetables to the local people. Part of our seasonal workforce is made up of migrant workers, for whom we provide not 
only the essentials, but also include them in free-time activities. We work to support the local economy by giving nearby vendors a chance to quote on 
our needs.

•	 The land  Our greenhouse site and farm have been developed from cut-over, hillside land. To avoid erosion, we have constructed rock-lined drain-
age ditches and sowed banks to soil-holding ground covers. We’ve established 332 acres of Certified Organic farmland, following the strict guidelines 
laid out by the National Standard of Canada.

•	 The water  Although water is plentiful most of the year in New 
Brunswick, we have found that consistent water quality is of ex-
treme importance in our plug & cutting range. To maintain that con-
sistency, we have worked with irrigation methods such as com-
puter-controlled boom irrigators, Echo systems, or “spaghettis” that 
minimize runoff. In addition, we recently built a catchment pond 
which collects rainwater and greenhouse drainage. We recycle the 
water through filters, test it and re-use it in our greenhouse, con-
serving valuable resources.

•	 Energy   Our greenhouse heat is produced almost 100% from 
wood waste (by-products from other industries.) During the day, 
while there is significant solar gain, our thermal storage tank accumu-
lates extra hot water. Later, when heat demand exceeds the boiler’s 
output, we can draw on this supply, minimizing the need for oil, 
even on the coldest, sub-zero nights. Passive ventilation for cooling 
reduces use of electricity, and thermal blankets are pulled at night 
to conserve heat. HID lighting is used only after careful forethought.

•	 Man-made chemicals and fertilizers   We strictly enforce an integrated pest management (IPM) system, which has greatly reduced the need for 
chemical intervention. In addition, we are constantly honing our skills in the use of plant growth regulators, because the correct timing of the applica-
tion drastically reduces the quantity applied. We also work with natural controls, such as temperature, water or fertilizer reduction. By programming our 
computer-controlled boom irrigation, we are able to tightly control the use of fertilizers and minimize the runoff of fertilizer water. Prevention of worker 
exposure to chemicals is handled responsibly through use of proper personal protection equipment, after-hours applications, and strict adherence to 
re-entry intervals.

•	 Biological alternatives   We are actively involved in developing a product line of biologically-friendly alternatives to conventional chemicals. On our 
farm, we currently use and sell compost, compost tea, earthworm castings, and other products. As we pioneer in this field, the emphasis is placed 
on the unseen life in the soil as the basis of healthy plant growth. These products are available for sale in both the U.S. and Canada and are being used 
successfully by a growing number of happy customers.

•	 Waste disposal   Our objective has been to put as little as possible into the dumpster (and hence into the landfill). We compost the biodegradable 
greenhouse waste and recycle most plastic containers either by washing and reusing or sending to a recycling plant. All wood waste, such as reject 
pallets, and office paper waste goes into the boiler, while cardboard is burned in the boiler or baled and recycled.

•	 Finances   Retaining the financial health of the business is the “bottom line” of sustainability. Current decisions must be made in light of long term ef-
fects. This takes planning, thinking, and hard work on our part, so that we can care for 
our customer’s needs in the years to come.

In conclusion, we’d like to share again our motto, “Integrity, Quality and Reliable Service 
since 1967”. These words have embodied our guiding principles, not only for 
sustainability, but for every aspect of our business from our simple beginnings and 
on into the future.

JOLLY FARMER® PRODUCTS INC.
56 Crabbe Road, Northampton, NB Canada E7N 1R6

 (US mailing address: PO Box 787, Houlton, ME 04730)
Phone: 800-695-8300 • Fax: 800-863-7814

Web: www.jollyfarmer.com • e-mail: sales@jollyfarmer.com


